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Meeting Agenda

* Introductions

* Public Meeting #2 Recap

* Preliminary Survey Results

* Capital Projects List

e Concurrent Planning Efforts
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* Park Classifications
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* Breakout Groups

* Next Steps
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Public Meeting #2 Recap
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Review of Public Meeting #2

* East Breakout Group ideas

e Andre Reed Park needs improvements to
define it as a park. These improvements
should provide multi-generational
opportunities that would keep the park
busy throughout the day.

e Canal Park needs improvements to water
access and other areas to make it feel
more like a park than an open space.

* The D&L Trail would benefit from safety
upgrades, increased policing, improved
lighting and signage.
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Review of Public Meeting #2

West Breakout Group ideas

* Participants emphasized the need to extoll the
virtues of Allentown’s parks and were happy to
see some repairs at Union Terrace Park.

* In general, heavy traffic makes accessing parks
on foot and by bicycle feel unsafe.

* New trails to connect greenways and other
points of interest are needed.
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Review of Public Meeting #2

South Breakout Group ideas

e Lighting at Percy Ruhe Park is an issue. Visitors
reported using car lights for football practice.

e Participants reported that trash dumping and
ATVs cause major issues at South Mountain
Reservoir.

* Arrangements with Allentown School District
should be formalized to establish standard
expectations for everyone.

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania ‘
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan



Review of Public Meeting #2

Center Breakout Group ideas

« Community ownership of parks is important to ;.- T - L =i

|| ]
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establish. This includes communication with the
community.

* Participants identified parking and access to
water vs water quality and damage to the
ecosystem as major issues at parks.

e Connectivity from greenways to downtown is
very difficult.

Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan
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Review of Public Meeting #2

Recreation Breakout Group ideas

* Participants would like more free / low-cost
family programming in parks, including a
farmers’ market for 2nd Street, which should
accept WIC checks.

e Safety and security are concerns throughout
the park system.

e Participants recommended holding a listening
session in the morning so seniors would
attend.
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Review of Public Meeting #2

Online Breakout Group ideas

» Roads do not feel safe for accessing parks as a
pedestrian or bicyclist.

* Participants would like to see more places to
sit and feed the ducks in parks.

* Participants reported valuing the mental
health benefits of parks through activities such
as yoga, meditation, and walking.
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Public Opinion Survey Results
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Public Opinion Survey
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

» 284 responses to date (58 responses since 01/08)
e 270 English language survey
e 9 Spanish language survey

33% reside in Zip Code 18104

* Parks include: Allentown Golf Course, Cedar Creek Parkway,
Cedar Beach Park, Daddona Lake and Terrace Park, Rose
Gardens, Trexler Memorial Park

20% in 18103

* Parks include: Roosevelt Park, Alton Park Playlot, Lehigh Parkway,
Mack Pool, Percy Ruhe Park, South Mountain Reservoir

19% in 18102

* Parks include: Bucky Boyle Park, Fountain Park, Franklin Park,
Jackson St. Community Park, Jordan Meadows, Old Fairgrounds
Playground/5t St. Spray Park, Stevens Park, West Park

50% of respondents have lived in their communities
for 20+ years
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q1: Generally, how often do people in your household visit parks in the City of
Allentown?

Answered: 274 Skipped: 1

Several days per week 35.40%

Several days per month 20.07%

Everyday 10.22%
Once per week 10.58%
Several days annually 10.58%
Monthly 7.30%
Never SR
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q2: If you answered 'Never' in Question 1, what are the primary reasons that you DO
NOT visit parks in the City of Allentown? Select all that apply.

Answered: 57 Skipped: 218

Feelings of personal safety 35.09%
Other (please specify) 35.09%
Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities | 21.05%
Lack of amenities 15.79%

Inadequate parking area [ 15.79%
Lack of shade [ 12.28%
Physical limitations [l 10.53%
Nothing of interest to me 8.77%
Inability to access by walking WA
Inability to access by bike [ 1.75%
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Other responses include:

e “Just [doesn’t] feel safe
for my daughter to play
there”

* Upkeep

* Cleanliness

* Broken playground,
graffiti, crowded

* Lack of bike trails to get
to the parks.




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q3: If you answered 'Never' in Question 1 (How often do people in your household visit parks in the
City of Allentown?), what are the primary reasons that you DO NOT participate in Allentown programs

or rent facilities in the City of Allentown? Select all that apply.
Answered: 45 Skipped: 230

Feelings of personal safety 24.44%
Other (please specify) 24.44%
Nothing of interest to me 24.44%

Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities _ 20.00%

cost [N 17.78%

Programs/pavilions signups fill up too quickly 8.89%
Lack of amenities 6.67%
Inadequate parking area . 4.44%
Lack of shade | 0.00%
Inability to access by walking | 0.00%

Inability to access by bike | 0.00%
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Other responses include:

“Not wheelchair friendly
with flat and stable
surfaces and access”

“Too far to drive”
“Not enough notice ...

newspaper has AFTER
program happened”




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q5: For what purpose(s) do people in your household visit park/recreation sites in

the City of Allentown? Select all that apply. Other responses include:
Answered: 230 Skipped: 40 * Concerts, seasonal and
Walking/Jogging/Hiking 66.81% holiday events
Exercise 53.19% e Art Spaces
Relaxation NG 50.21%
Enjoy/Explore/Experience nature 44.26% * Cedar Beach Pool
Dog walking 35.32% * No interest. Reason: safety
City of Allentown Parks & Recreation programs &... 29.36%
Bike Riding 28.51%
Playground I 22.98%
Other programs & events 17.87% TOp 5 RGSPOI‘)SGS
Disc golf 14.89% 1. Walking/Jogging/Hiking
Birding 14.47% E .
Youth sport leagues [ 12.77% xercise
Fishing I 11.91% . Relaxation
Basketball 9.79% ) Enjoy/EXplore/
Other (please specify) M 8.94% .
Pavilion rental 8.51% EXpe”ence nature
Pick-up sports (baseball, softball, basketball, etc.) Il 8.51% 5. Dog Walklng
Dogpark M 8.09%
Golf 7.66%
Splash pad 5.11% 27% said they visit for Parks &
Tennis Ml 4.68% Recreation programs and
Adult sport.leagues B 3.83% events
Pickleball 3.40%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q6: How do you typically travel to park/recreation sites in the City of Allentown?
Answered: 206 Skipped: 69

Car 86.89%

Walk 40.78%

Bike

15.05%

Other (please specify) 2.43%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q11: Do you believe the City of Allentown needs more active recreational facilities? Select all that
apply.
Answered: 168 Skipped: 102

Swimming

Canoeing / kayaking
Playground (ages 5-12)
ADA-accessible / Inclusive playground
Pickleball

Other (please specify)
Ice skating

Tot lots (ages 5 & under)
Disc golf

Fishing

Soccer

Skate park

Basketball

Tennis

Baseball

Football

Softball

Golf

27.33% ,
26.74% Other responses include:
23.84%
22.67%

i * Senior activities /

20.93% programming
22.09%

18.02%
15.70%
16.28%
15.70% .
s Disc golf
13.95%

12.21%

7.56%

6.98%

6.98%

6.40%
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Indoor community space
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q12: Do you believe that the City of Allentown needs more passive types of activity options? Passive
recreational activities are more leisurely and do not require strenuous physical activity. Select all that

apply.
Answered: 196 Skipped: 74
Bicycle paths / trails 44.78%
Farmers markets 43.78%
Pollinator Gardens 43.00%

Fitness trails 34.33%
Community events 32.34%
Multiuse trails 31.84%

Outdoor education or demonstration areas 23.38%

Dog parks 22.39%
Amphitheater 21.39%
Meadows 17.41%
Pavilions for rental 13.93%
| do not feel Allentown needs more passive recreational... 10.95%

Other (please specify) 7.96%

Other responses include:

More shade
* More seating

e ADA-accessible trails

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q14: What additional programming opportunities would you like to see introduced in the City of
Allentown Parks & Recreation System?

Answered: 179 Skipped: 89

Nature / environmental education 44 .86%
Fitness / wellness 44 .86%

Canoeing / kayaking / water activities | GGG 36.76%
Adult sports |GGG 36.22%
Programming for seniors |GG 32.97%
Performing arts 28.11%

Youth sports [ 20.54%
Programming for people with special needs I 18.92%

Other responses include:
 “More things offered on
the East side of

Allentown.”

* Concerts and amateur

Camps (summer / day) 17.30% Al oAl
Additional sports (archery, lacrosse, futsal,... 17.30%
Other (please specify) 14.05%
Visual arts 14.59%

Martial arts [ 11.89%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q31: Over the next 3 to 5 years, where should the City of Allentown’s recreational /
park / open space priorities be? Select up to three (3).

Answered: 183 Skipped: 85 Other responses include:

. : :  More engagement for local
Development of the City of Allentown trail/pathway/sidewalk 52 11%

system for a more walk/bikeable community kids in the Community
e e g e A - * More activities for seniors
Add to or enhance amenities at existing parks _ 44 21% 2 Keeping the parks Clean’ one
Preservation and/or protection of more open space. (Open more dog park’ CUtting dead
space may be used for recreation or preserved from human... 34.74% trees down a |ong the
Offer greater variety of recreation programs [N 24-21% creeks/river planting new
Offer greater variety of community special events 21.58% trees
* |Improve maintenance
Sl e B schedule for bathrooms.
Creation of new parks 12.63%

Nothing - maintain the statusquo | 0.53%
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Capital Projects
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Capital Projects - Currently Funded (as of 2025)

e Jordan Skate Park Phase 2

* Union Terrace WPA Renovations

* Bogert's Bridge Construction

* Dixon St. Pedestrian Bridge

e Parks Master Plans

* D&L Trail Design & Construction

e Jordan Meadows Mini-Pitch Construction
* Franklin Park Design

* MLK Trail Phase 2 Design

* MLK Trail Phase 3 Feasibility

* Rose Garden Improvements

e Canal Park Site Plan

e Roosevelt Park Building Demolition + New Pavilion
e Fountain Park Mural

* USFS Urban Forestry Plan

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Mack Pool Renovations
e Have concept plan
* Franklin Park Construction
* Have funding for design
e MLK Trail Phase | Construction
* Design completed
* Park Maintenance Facility
* Design in progress
* Cedar Creek Bridges
* Lehigh Parkway WPA Renovations

e Canal Park Construction

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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* Jordan Creek Greenway
* Irving Pool
* Cedar Beach Improvements
e Court resurfacing
* Basketball hoops
e Sound
* Bucky Boyle Improvements
e Court resurfacing
* Garbage cans
* Player benches
e Scorer tables

* Drinking fountain

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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MLK Trail Phase |

 City awarded $1.25 million from
DCED MTF program toward Phase 1
construction

* Extension project will ultimately e _ - |
connect Lehigh Parkway to Fountain g2 _ AL LENTOWN

)
o)
»

Pa rk ' . 300 HARRISON sT
: ' ' AN Fairvi =
* Proposed as a 10-foot-wide multi- cem \EE

=

use path
NEVADA 5T |
WYOMING 5T

S4THST

e Additional improvements include
rapid flashing beacons, crosswalks,
pavement markings, street lighting
and stormwater management
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Concurrent Planning Efforts Af%entown
» Safe Streets for All (SS4A) - Ongoing as of 2025

A USDOT program that provides grants to communities for planning
and implementation activities to prevent deaths and serious
injuries on roadways — City received $312,000 to prepare a Plan

\
J

| II
l‘

\

\
SAFE STREETS v _
fORALL

HELP US IMPROVE OUR STREETS! \

e City adopted Vision Zero policy in 2024 with a goal to eliminate
traffic fatalities and severe traffic-related injuries by 2030

 City was awarded a $384,000 SS4A Demonstration Grant to
implement and observe temporary safety measures

* Active Transportation Plan (ATP) - Ongoing as of 2025

A comprehensive resource that documents existing conditions and
guides the planning, design, implementation, and evaluation of
bicycle and pedestrian programs and infrastructure improvements —
City received $35,000 from WalkWorks to create an ATP

* Input from community members will be important to help achieve
the overall goal of increasing connectivity
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Partnership Network

Abbreviation Key
ACCHS: Allentown Central Catholic High School

—

e

AFD: Allentown Fire Department

ASD: Allentown School District

CADA: Community Action Development Allentown
COH: Commission on Homelessness
DCED: Department of Community and Economic Development

DCNR: Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

DEP: Department of Environmental Protection :
EAC: Environmental Advisory Council . . Il'l,l
EEACS: Executive Education Academy Charter School I'H, .
HDYA: Hardwork Dedication Youth Association II]'.II
LPPIH: Leonard Parker Pool Institute for Health >

LVCIL: Lehigh Valley Center for Independent Living — l_-_
LVPC: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission _Jd__,_f—f"'f____d—/f/
MMA: Mountainville Memorial Association //
PCP: Puertorican Culture Preservation

PennDOT: Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

RCCS: Roberto Clemente Charter School

UWGLV: United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley

WEYO: West End Youth Organization
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Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan




Classification of Parks
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MiniParks

MiniParks are usually small parks with very minimum
programming — usually 1-3 elements that do not
require much space. While sometimes these minimum
programmed spaces lie within larger parcels, most mini
parks are generally less than 1.25 Acres.

Examples of Allentown MiniParks:
Arts Park
Benton Street Playlot

Ithaca Playlot

Keck Triangle

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Neighborhood Parks

Neighborhood Parks can be 1-10 acres, though some larger park
spaces with minimum programming can be considered as a
neighborhood park. Most neighborhood parks use the limited
space available to fill many different programming needs.

Examples of Allentown Neighborhood Parks:
West Park

Roosevelt Park

Franklin Park

Stevens Park
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Community Parks

Community Parks are larger parcels of 10+ acres that can provide
both passive and active recreation. Some larger parks may only
have one program such as passive park with an extensive trail
system or a municipal golf course, but the one thing all
community parks have in common is that these parks are
typically destination parks that can bring in visitors outside the
municipality.

Examples of Allentown Community Parks:
* Cedar Creek Park

* Bucky Boyle Park

* Trexler Memorial Park

* Andre Reed Park and Irving Pool
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Greenways

Greenways may contain park elements for
recreation but are primarily devoted to larger
regional connections for both conservation and
recreation.

Examples of Allentown Greenways:
e Cedar Creek Parkway

e D&L Trail

 Little Lehigh Parkway
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Environmental Justice Areas

Sy

An Environmental Justice Area is an area of a
community disproportionately affected by
environmental pollution and other hazards that

can lead to negative health effects, exposure,
or environmental degradation.

-
-
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Park Classifications
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Breakout Sessions
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Breakout Stations
4 Neighborhoods:
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Recreational Programming

L 2 R
Questions for discussion include: g, VP @“ g
« What do you like best about the parks? g g (P =

What are your favorite memories?

What would you like to see added to the

parks?

What are the obstacles in getting to the

parks without a car?

Who else could be considered a partner for

the parks?
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Project Schedule

Meeting Type Date Time

Committee Meeting #4 Wednesday, April 9, 2025

Engagement for Master Planned Parks

Easter Egg Hunt at Bucky Boyle Park ST (i) ) 2P

Engagement for Master Planned Parks

Earth Day Celebration at Cedar Beach Park ST A 242, 24P

Public Meeting #4
Theatre514

Wednesday, April 30, 2025
Key Person Interviews (20) TBD

Committee Meeting #5 Wednesday, June 11, 2025
Online Public Opinion Survey October 2024 — May 2025

Public Meeting #5

Fearless Fire Co. Wednesday, June 25, 2025 6pm-8pm

Committee Meeting #6 Wednesday, September 10, 2025 7pm-9pm

City Council Meeting (to Adopt Plan —TBD) October 2025

City Staff Meetings Estimated 1 per month Virtual
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Next Steps - Simone Collins team

* Engagement for Master Planned Parks

 April 19t: Easter Egg Hunt at Bucky Boyle
Park

 April 26: Earth Day Celebration at Cedar
Beach Park

* Key Person Interviews

* Continued analysis

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan



Thank

SIMONE COLLINS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —610.239.7601

Pankaj Jobanputra, AICP, Project Manager
pjobanputra@simonecollins.com

Anita Nardone, PE, Stormwater Analysis
anardone@simonecollins.com

Robert Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA, Project LA, Natural Resources Analysis
rgladfelter@simonecollins.com

Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA, Staff LA
tlevin@simonecollins.com

Jordan Upadhyay, Staff LA
jupadhyay@simonecollins.com

William Collins, RLA, Principal
wcollins@simonecollins.com
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