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Meeting Agenda

* Introductions

* Public Meetings #3 and #4 Recap
e Updated Survey Results

* Vision and Goals

e Park Master Site Plans - Drafts

* Next Steps
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Committee, continued.......

Darian Colbert Cohesion ALLENTOWN PARKS AND RECREATION
Shannon Fugate Allentown Arts Commission DEPARTMENT - 610.437.7757
Andrew Atiyeh KNT Basketball

Mandy Tolino, CPRP, Director

Kyle Edwards A True L.O.V.E. Story Mandv. Tolino@allentownpa.aoy

Daniel Bosket Community Action Development Allentown

SEINEIIGERIEE]S Leonard Parker Pool Institute for Health Lucinda Wright’ Deputy Director
Lucinda.Wright@allentownpa.gov

Flor and Robert Velez Puertorrican Culture Preservation

Carmen Bell / Jose Rivera United Way of Greater Lehigh Valley Bryne Heffner-Bair, Project Coordinator

Fatima Nabavian Lehigh Valley Center for Independent Living s ARG S B G0

Marci Klinger Lehigh Valley Disc Club

Christina DiPierro Valley Youth House

Abigail Goldfarb Conference of Churches

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania .
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan


mailto:Mandy.Tolino@allentownpa.gov
mailto:Mandy.Tolino@allentownpa.gov
mailto:Bryne.Heffner@allentownpa.gov

Project Team
SIMONE COLLINS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —610.239.7601

Pankaj Jobanputra, AICP, Project Manager ——
pjobanputra@simonecollins.com L@_l
Anita Nardone, PE, Stormwater Analyst |

anardone@simonecollins.com A~ 7B

Robert Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA

Project LA, Natural Resources Analyst
rgladfelter@simonecollins.com CERTIFIED PARK & RECREATION

PROFESSIONALS

Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA, Staff LA
tlevin@simonecollins.com Derek Dureka, CPRP
derekdureka@gmail.com

Jordan Upadhyay, Staff LA
jupadhyay@simonecollins.com Kathleen Muller, CPRP
muller.recreation@gmail.com

William Collins, RLA, Principal
wcollins@simonecollins.com

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania ‘
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan



mailto:pjobanputra@simonecollins.com
mailto:anardone@simonecollins.com
mailto:rgladfelter@simonecollins.com
mailto:tlevin@simonecollins.com
mailto:tlevin@simonecollins.com
mailto:wcollins@simonecollins.com
mailto:derekdureka@gmail.com
mailto:muller.recreation@gmail.com

Parks and Recreation Team

Mandy Tolino, Director of Parks and Recreation
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Public Meeting #3 Recap

2/626/25
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Review of Public Meeting #3

East Breakout Group ideas

* The East Side is generally not bike-friendly.
Roads and waterways divide the
neighborhoods, so trail connections to
neighborhoods and across bridges are
important.

e Parks could use additional wayfinding signage
on streets so they are easier to find.

» Requested amenities include open (grass)
fields, grouped swinging chairs, and additional
sand volleyball courts.

e Canal Park needs additional signage, improved
parking, and security.
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Review of Public Meeting #3

West Breakout Group ideas

e Tilghman St. is very busy and difficult to cross
on foot or bike.

e Lehigh Parkway WPA elements have not been
adequately maintained.

* The canopy in West Park is in decline and
needs additional tree planting to maintain it.

* Valania Park is a nice park now that it has been
renovated.
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Review of Public Meeting #3

South Breakout Group ideas

e Cyclists use Mack Blvd. and Hamilton Blvd.
unsafely, and practice riding at Trout Creek.
There is need for bicycle amenities for them to
use.

* Trout Creek needs additional sidewalks and
benches.

 Mack Blvd. bike lane should connect to other
bike amenities.

* Bucky Boyle and South Mountain Reservoir need
additional signage.
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Review of Public Meeting #3

Center Breakout Group ideas
e Arts Park could use additional programming.

* Parks should have welcoming entrances with
limited parking in entrance areas.

* Lighting, signage, crosswalks, and dog waste bag
stations were requested throughout the park
system.

* The visual appeal of parks is important.

* Could the city’s waterways be used to create
partnerships?
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Review of Public Meeting #3

Programming Breakout Group ideas

* Participants would like more environmental
education, including outdoor classrooms in the
parks.

* Pavilions can help foster a sense of community
and provide shade.

* Pools are important to the community.
Children need to learn how to swim.

e A Park Passport Program could encourage
residents to visit different parks and try new
programs.

* Amenities for individuals on the Autism
Spectrum are very desirable.
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Review of Public Meeting #3

Online Breakout Group ideas

* Participants would like to have more events
and more community groups in the parks,
particularly events for youth.

* Pavilions could be used as community hubs.

* Neighborhood organizations could provide
parks ambassadors to facilitate a sense of
community ownership of parks.
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m . Public Engagement Recap

Bucky Boyle Egg Hunt 4/19/25
Earth Day at Cedar Beach 4/26/25
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LEAF YOUR IDEAS HERE! ﬂ

B ucC ky Boyl C EaSte I | el R B | . HELP US SHAPE THE FUTURE OF PARKS IN THE CITY OF ALLENTGW’

L]
ol man gy m e 1

Egg Hunt

Ran by Allentown A’s

e Leaf Your Ideas tree for
programming

 All 3 parks for master planning

e 200 - 300 attendees

City of Allentown, Lakigh Ceuniy, Fomneylvemis
Comprahsmnslve Resrsation, Opsn Spacs, and Parks Plas
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HELP US SHAPE THE FUTURE OF PARKS IN THE CITY OF ALLENTOWN

Earth Day at Cedar Beach iy X
Allentown Department of Recycling s i

e Leaf Your Ideas tree for
programming

* All 3 parks for master planning

e 200+ attendees

t ideas for Allentown’s parks? Let us know!

rab a leaf-shaped post-it note

rite down your age and your ideas or hopes e
Allentown’s parks . = B
tick it to the tree and watch it grow! - ol

Pennsylvan

City of Allentown, Lehigh County,
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Pl

Mentown

~ All Inspiring
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Public Meeting #4 Recap

4/30/25

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan




Review of Public Meeting #4

Fountain Park Ideas

* Amphitheater

* Urban forestry / Food forestry

* Lantern festival

* Benches / Lighting

* Acknowledge past community leaders

e Community garden

* Programming with Davinci Science Center

* Waterfront pier and fishing and seating
along Creek

 Colorful crosswalks and traffic calming at 10t and MLK Dr.
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Review of Public Meeting #4

Bucky Boyle Park Ideas

Restrooms — needed and have them open
year-round

Create riverside access / River walk trail

Benches

Lights in parking lot

McHose Plaza Ideas
* Native plants
* Plaza with benches and tables

* Speed controls on Riverside Dr. and Front St.
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Review of Public Meeting #4

Roosevelt Park Ideas

e U.S. Map where proposed pavilions are
* Additional seating by field

* Lighting that doesn’t disrupt residents
* Fence in area by tennis courts

* Plantings / shade along sensory trail

* Pollinator garden

* Bike racks

e Activate triangle at Race and Woodward
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Review of Public Meeting #4 .

Other Park Ideas

* Union Terrace

* More programming in amphitheater
* West Park

* Maintain historic property as arboretum
* Andre Reed Park

 Pavilion by pool/playground

* Picnic tables

* Renovate tennis courts
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Review of Public Meeting #4

Other Park Ideas

\\

* Franklin Park

* Missing swings

 Graffiti inside hut of playground
* General Points

* More community gardens

* Additional police presence or security
in parks

* No open space west of 15t St. and
north of Tilghman St. (other than
Muhlenberg Elementary)
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Public Opinion Survey Results
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Public Opinion Survey

[ R

AQ2%entown
All Inspiring

City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Survey Introduction

3] ESCANEA- ,:_ ';;:

Thank s

public meetings to be held during urse of the planning

https://qrco.de/allentownrecplansurvey [

https://grco.de/allentownrecreacionencuesta

AQQentOWn City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania o
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

* 399 responses to date (112 responses since 2/26/25)
* 388 English language survey
e 11 Spanish language survey

e 31% reside in Zip Code 18104

* Parks include: Allentown Golf Course, Cedar Creek Parkway,
Cedar Beach Park, Daddona Lake and Terrace Park, Rose
Gardens, Trexler Memorial Park

* 20% in 18103

* Parks include: Roosevelt Park, Alton Park Playlot, Lehigh Parkway,
Mack Pool, Percy Ruhe Park, South Mountain Reservoir

* 20% in 18102

* Parks include: Bucky Boyle Park, Fountain Park, Franklin Park,
Jackson St. Community Park, Jordan Meadows, Old Fairgrounds
Playground/5t St. Spray Park, Stevens Park, West Park

* 48% of respondents have lived in their communities
for 20+ years
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q1: Generally, how often do people in your household visit parks in the City of

Allentown?

Answered: 398 Skipped: 1

Several days per week
Several days per month
Several days annually
Everyday

Once per week

Monthly

Never

35.18%

19.35%
11.31%
10.80%

- 9.30%

7.79%

- 6.28%

0% 20% 40% 60%

County, Pennsylvania

City of Allentown, Lehigh
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80%

100%




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q2: If you answered 'Never' in Question 1, what are the primary reasons that you DO
NOT visit parks in the City of Allentown? Select all that apply.

Answered: 85 Skipped: 314

Other (please specify) 24.81%
Feelings of personal safety 22.56%
Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities [ 13.53%
Inadequate parking area - 8.27%
Lack of amenities 7.52%
Lack of shade [l 6.77%
Physical limitations ] 5.26%
Nothing of interest to me WA
Inability to access by walking 3.01%
Inability to access by bike [ 3.01%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Other responses include:

e “Just [doesn’t] feel safe
for my daughter to play
there”

* “High grass near the
water”

e Distance from home

e Lack of accessible
amenities

* Lack of bike trails to get
to the parks.




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q3: If you answered 'Never' in Question 1 (How often do people in your household visit parks in the
City of Allentown?), what are the primary reasons that you DO NOT participate in Allentown programs
or rent facilities in the City of Allentown? Select all that apply.

Answered: 69 Skipped: 330

SIEp Sasespactly) 24.64% Other responses include:
Feelings of personal safety 23.19%
Nothing of interest to me 20.29% * “Not wheelchair friendly
Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities [N 20.20% with flat and stable
cost [ 17.75% surfaces and access”
Programs/pavilions signups fill up too quickly 10.14%

 “Too far to drive”
Lack of amenities 10.14% f

Inad t ki .809
nadequate parking area - 5.80% 3 LGCI( ofknow/edge Of

one H (o)
Inability to access by walking I 1.45% events

Lack of shade | 0.00%

Inability to access by bike | 0.00%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q5: For what purpose(s) do people in your household visit park/recreation sites in

the City of Allentown? Select all that apply. Other responses include:
Answered: 339 Skipped: 60 * Concerts, seasonal and
Walking/Jogging/Hiking 66.37% holiday events
ExerCise 52.51% ° Art Spaces
Relaxation |GGG 51.03%
Enjoy/Explore/Experience nature 44.26% * Cedar Beach Pool
Dog walking 34.81% * No interest. Reason: safety
Bike Riding 28.91%
City of Allentown Parks & Recreation programs & events 28.02%
Playground I 25.96%
Other programs & events 19.47% TOp ) RGSPOI‘)SGS
Youth sport leagues I 13.27% 1. Wa[k[ng/jogglng/Hlklng
Birding 12.68% S
Fishing I 12.39% X ! '
Disc golf 12.09% . Relaxation
Other (please specify) I 11.21% Enjoy/Explore/
Basketball 10.91% .
Pavilion rental 9.73% EXpe”ence nature
Pick-up sports (baseball, softball, basketball, etc.) Il 8.85% 5. Dog Wa[klng
Dogpark M 7.96%
Splash pad 7.67% . o
Golf 6.49% 27% said they visit for Parks &
Tennis Ml 5.01% Recreation programs and
Adult sport‘leagues B 4.42% events
Pickleball 3.83%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q6: How do you typically travel to park/recreation sites in the City of Allentown?
Answered: 296 Skipped: 103

Car 85.14%

Walk 44.26%

Bike

16.22%

Other (please specify) 2.65%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q11: Do you believe the City of Allentown needs more active recreational facilities? Select all that

apply.
Answered: 254 Skipped: 145
Canoeing / kayaking
Swimming

Playground (ages 5-12)
ADA-accessible / Inclusive playground
Ice skating

Other (please specify)
Tot lots (ages 5 & under)
Pickleball

Fishing

Soccer

Skate park

Basketball

Disc golf

Tennis

Baseball

Football

Softball

Golf

27.56%
I 25.77%
4 PASWAL)
I 25.20%

23.23%

22.05%
19.69%

1 17.72%
16.54%

15.35%

14.57%

14.17%

12.60%

11.81%

7.09%

6.30%

5.91%

5.91%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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70%

80%

90%

100%

Other responses include:

e Senior activities /
programming

e Accessible/inclusive
playground

* Indoor community space

* Environmental
restoration




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q12: Do you believe that the City of Allentown needs more passive types of activity options? Passive
recreational activities are more leisurely and do not require strenuous physical activity. Select all that

apply.
Answered: 289 Skipped: 110

Farmers markets 46.37%

Bicycle paths / trails 43.94%

Pollinator Gardens 41.87%
Community events 34.26%

Multiuse trails 31.49%

Fitness trails 31.14%
Outdoor education or demonstration areas 23.53%
Dog parks 22.49%
Amphitheater 21.45%

Meadows 18.34%

Pavilions for rental 16.26%
Other (please specify) 9.69%

I do not feel Allentown needs more passive recreational... 9.00%

Other responses include:

More shade

* More seating

ADA-accessible trails

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q14: What additional programming opportunities would you like to see introduced in the City of
Allentown Parks & Recreation System?

Answered: 270 Skipped: 129

Nature / environmental education 48.52% Other responses include:

Fitness / wellness 42.22%

Canoeing / kayaking / water activities || NGNGB 36.30%
Adult sports [ 32.59%
Programming for seniors |G 31.85%

 “More things offered on
the East side of
Allentown.”

Performing arts 27.78%
Programming for people with special needs | 19.26%
Youth sports [ 18.52% e Concerts and amateur
. (0]

Camps (summer / day) 17.78% k= elat

Additional sports (archery, lacrosse, futsal,... 15.19% ;
Visual arts 14.81% * lce skating/hockey
Other (please specify) 13.70%

Martial arts [ 11.11%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q31: Over the next 3 to 5 years, where should the City of Allentown’s recreational /
park / open space priorities be? Select up to three (3).
Answered: 275 Skipped: 124 Other responses include:

* More engagement for local

Development of the City of Allentown trail/pathway/sidewalk 51.64%
system for a more walk/bikeable community i & kids in the Commun|ty

Environmental improvements to existing parks/open spaces 48.73%

(native plantings, meadows, rain gardens, etc.) : 0

i S c
Add to or enhance amenities at existing parks 46.55% More activities for SEMOL
Preservation and/or protection of more open space. (Open ]
: KUy 30.91%

space may be used for recreation or preserved from human...

Offer greater variety of recreation programs _ 26.18%

* Keeping the parks clean

» Safe access to waterways

Offer greater variety of community special events 22.91%
P e s i  Improve maintenance

Creation of new parks 12.00% schedule for bathrooms.

Nothing - maintain the statusquo | 0.73%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q20: What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at Bucky Boyle
Park?

Answered: 120 Skipped: 268 :
i Other responses include:

[ J
Shaded Areas 39.17% Restrooms
Rowing/Kayaking Programs 35.83%
Running / Walking 32.50%

e Nature education

Larger Splash Pad Water Park 28.33%
Nature-based Playground 26.67%
Picnic Tables 24.17% . ;
Biking 23.33% Securlty
Other (please specify) 23.33%
Passive Park Activities (e.g. bird watching, nature... 22.50% ° Plckleball
Fishing 18.33%
Inclusive Playground 18.33%
Multiuse field 16.67% ° Dog pa rk
Additional Parking 13.33%
Soccer Field 10.00%
Tennis / Pickleball 9.17% . Lighting
Volleyball 8.33%
Handball courts 5.00%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q24: What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at Fountain Park?

Answered: 82 Skipped: 306

Restrooms

Pool
Running / Walking
Shaded Areas
Picnic Tables

37.80%
37.80%
36.59%
35.37%

Pavilion 29.27%
Additional Parking 28.05%
Nature-based Playground 26.83%
Inclusive Playground 26.83%
Spray Park 24.39%
Biking 21.95%
Passive Park Activities (e.g. bird watching, nature... 20.73%
Fishing 18.29%
Other (please specify) 15.85%
Tennis / Pickleball 13.41%
Volleyball 12.20%

Other responses include:

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
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54.88% * Indoor facility
e Lighting
e Sand park
» Safer parking
60I% 70I% 80I% 90I% ‘IO;)%




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q28: What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at Roosevelt
Park?

Answered: 63 Skipped: 325

Picnic Tables 39.68%
Shaded Areas 33.33%
Other (please specify) 28.57%
Inclusive Playground 26.98%

Running / Walking 22.22%

Soccer Field 19.05%
Nature-based Playground 17.46%
Additional Parking 17.46%
Volleyball 15.87%
Biking 14.29%
Passive Park Activities (e.g. bird watching, nature... 14.29%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Other responses include:
e 3D walkable map of U.S.

* Pavilion
» Safety

* Pickleball
* Yoga

* Tennis

 Demolition of pool house



Draft Vision and Goals

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania ‘
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan




Draft Vision and Goals

Vision

“Position Allentown to continue to be a “City in a park” and
enhance the quality, connectivity and accessibility of the City’s
valuable recreational, open space and environmental
resources to meet current and future demand for recreational
activity and programming.”

N

ﬂo\
o
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Draft Vision and Goals

{Goal 1. Safety & Access ]
e Envision modern, safe and accessible City parks

[Goal 2: Neighborhoods J
e Link parks to neighborhoods via safe pedestrian and bike
routes

{Goal 3: Facilities J

e Pursue multi-functional infrastructure improvements

{Goal 4. Programs ]

e Continue recreation programming excellence

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania .
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Draft Vision and Goals

[ Goal 5: Ecology ]
* Protect and promote the natural resources
[Goal 6: Open Space ]

* |Increase availability and access

[Goal7: Management J

e Continue to deliver efficient and sustainable P&R management,
maintenance and administration

[Goal 8: Governance ]
* Develop policies and ordinances that support recreation needs
[Goal 9: Finance J

e |dentify strategies to create funding partnerships

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania .
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Park Master Site Plans -
DRAFTS
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Roosevelt Park

Improvements include:

More visual street crossings for traffic calming
Remove baseball field for full size soccer field

Add pathways, benches, pollinator gardens,
and shade trees

Place splashpad in area of old pool house

Increase size of playground and make it a
universal play area

Add tree alley with tables for seating

Community garden area with drop off from the
parking lot

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Recent improvements :

Basketball courts
resurfaced

New LED lighting

Benches

And new water
fountain with water
bottle refill
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Bucky Boyle Park

Improvements include:
* Larger defined parking area

23 CAR PARKING

NEW PARKING

* Larger spray pad to
incorporate larger age group
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 Two play areas — one for
sensory play

* Larger swing area — everyone
wants more swings

 Water trail — water access

* Larger perimeter trail

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania .
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McHose Plaza

Improvements include:
* More visual street crossings for traffic calming

* Keep existing monuments
* Benches and tables for seating
* Lawn areas surrounded by shade trees

* Sidewalk to allow safe ADA access to bottom of
park and cross over to Bucky Boyle

* Passive space to serve as the entrance to the

waterfront from the 1%t and 6t Ward
neighborhoods
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Fountain Park

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan




Fountain Park

East side :
* Enhance street crossing with
landings

* Remove pool to add indoor facility .
with parking garage | o

(ool
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 Add controlled stream access for
safety — include fishing pier

* Includes proposed MLK trail
extension

* Other amenities include: pavilions,
cooling mist station with shade,
more trees, restrooms, mural wall,
nature trail, parking
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Fountain Park
West side :
Move fields for DCNR preference

Add controlled stream access for
safety — at grade access, use art to
help define water conditions

Add more paths — art walk

Other amenities include: pavilions,
new playground area, game tables,
2" basketball court, new volleyball
area, restrooms, more trees and
shade, use existing concrete wall
for local artwork, Story trail north
of MLK Drive

* Add LANTA Stop
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Project Schedule
Meeting Type Date  mme |

Committee Meeting #1 Wednesday, September 25, 2024
Public Meeting #1 Wednesday, November 13, 2024
Committee Meeting #2 Monday, December 9, 2024
Public Meeting #2 Wednesday, January 8, 2025
Committee Meeting #3 Wednesday, January 22, 2025
Public Meeting #3 Wednesday, February 26, 2025

Engagement for Master Planned Parks

Easter Egg Hunt at Bucky Boyle Park Saturday April 19, 2025

Engagement for Master Planned Parks

Earth Day Celebration at Cedar Beach Park ol eny ol 2, 2vizs

Public Meeting #4 Wednesday, April 30, 2025
Key Person Interviews (20) TBD

Committee Meeting #4 Wednesday, May 14, 2025
Committee Meeting #5 Wednesday, June 11, 2025

gntine Public Optnion survey October 2024 = July 2025

Public Meeting #5

Fearless Fire Co. Wednesday, June 25, 2025

Committee Meeting #6 Wednesday, September 10, 2025
City Council Meeting (to Adopt Plan — TBD) October 2025

City Staff Meetings Estimated 1 per month

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Next Steps - Simone Collins team

Finish Key Person Interviews (1 left)

Refine Park Master Site Plans

Draft narrative report

Refine draft recommendations and start on
order of magnitude cost estimates

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Thank

SIMONE COLLINS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —610.239.7601

Pankaj Jobanputra, AICP, Project Manager
pjobanputra@simonecollins.com

Anita Nardone, PE, Stormwater Analysis
anardone@simonecollins.com

Robert Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA, Project LA, Natural Resources Analysis
rqladfelter@simonecollins.com

Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA, Staff LA
tlevin@simonecollins.com

Jordan Upadhyay, Staff LA
jupadhyay@simonecollins.com

William Collins, RLA, Principal >S1 1IN
wcollins@simonecollins.com
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