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Public Opinion Survey: Results
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

1888 responses as of June 10 (1140 responses since 5/10/25)

e 1815 English language survey
e 73 Spanish language survey

25% reside in 18104 Zip Code

e Parks include: Allentown Golf Course, Cedar Creek Parkway, Cedar Beach Park, '
Daddona Lake and Terrace Park, Rose Gardens, Trexler Memorial Park

24% in 18103

e Parks include: Roosevelt Park, Alton Park Playlot, Lehigh Parkway,
Mack Pool, Percy Ruhe Park, South Mountain Reservoir

27% in 18102

e Parks include: Bucky Boyle Park, Fountain Park, Franklin Park, Jackson St.
Community Park, Jordan Meadows, Old Fairgrounds Playground/5t" St.
Spray Park, Stevens Park, West Park

51% of respondents have lived in their communities for 20+ years
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results
Q1: Generally, how often do people in your household visit parks in the City of Allentown?

Answered: 1885 Skipped: 3

Several days per week 36.9%
Several days per month
Everyday

Once per week

Several days annually

Monthly 6.2%

Never 5.0%
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q2: If you answered 'Never' in Question 1, what are the primary reasons that you DO NOT

visit parks in the City of Allentown? Select all that apply.
Answered: 510 Skipped: 1378

Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities
Feelings of personal safety

Other (please specify)

Lack of amenities

Lack of shade

Inadequate parking area

Nothing of interest to me

Inability to access by walking

Physical limitations

Inability to access by bike

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Other responses include:

* “Just [doesn’t] feel safe for
my daughter to play there”

* “High grass near the water”
e Distance from home
e Lack of accessible amenities

e Lack of bike trails to get to
the parks.

 Unclean




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q3: If you answered 'Never' in Question 1 (How often do people in your household visit
parks in the City of Allentown?), what are the primary reasons that you DO NOT participate
in Allentown programs or rent facilities in the City of Allentown ? Select all that apply.

Answered: 443  Skipped: 1445 Other responses include:

Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities | T

Feelings of personal safety * “Not wheelchair friendly with
Cost NN flat and stable surfaces and
Lack of amenities access”

Nothing of interest to me

Programs/pavilions signups fill up too quickly “Too far to drive”
Other (please specify)

Inadequate parking area

Lack of knowledge of events
Inability to access by walking Il
Lack of shade

> _ * Noise
Inability to access by bike
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Other responses include:

Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results
Q5: For what purpose(s) do people in your household visit * Concerts, seasonal and holiday

. . . . events
park/recreation sites in the City of Allentown? Select all that apply.
Answered: 1491 Skipped: 398 * Art Spaces
Walking/Jogging/Hiking
e gxata] « Cedar Beach Pool / Swimming
Exercise
Enjoy/Explore/Experience nature
Playground I .
S A * Fresh air
City of Allentown Parks & Recreation programs & events
Bike Riding .
Splash pad * No interest. Reason: safety
Basketball
- Youth sport leagues I Top 5 Responses
ther programs & events . . -
Pavilion rental 1. Walking/Jogging/Hiking
Fishing I ;
Pick-up sports (baseball, softball, basketball, etc.) |- Relaxation
Other (please specify) Il Exercise
Birding .
Dog park Enjoy/Explore/
¥ e e Experience nature
isc golf
Golf 5. Playground
Tennis Il
Pickleball

T 0 A 10 o AT o A (- O e AR [ Al 2 9% said they visit for Parks &

Recreation programs and events
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q11: Do you believe the City of Allentown needs more active recreational facilities?

Select all that apply.

Answered: 1068 Skipped: 821
Swimming I

Canoeing / kayaking
Playground (ages 5-12) |
ADA-accessible / Inclusive playground I

Ice skating |

Tot lots (ages 5 & under) |
Other (please specify) |
Pickleball |

Skate park

Fishing

Basketball

Soccer

Tennis

Disc golf

Baseball

Football

Softball

Golf

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Other responses include:

Senior activities /
programming

Accessible/inclusive
playground

Indoor community space
Environmental restoration
Roller skating

Trails




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q12: Do you believe that the City of Allentown needs more passive types of activity options?
Passive recreational activities are more leisurely and do not require strenuous physical
activity. Select all that apply.

Answered: 1160 Skipped: 729 Other responses include:

Farmers markets
Bicycle paths / trails e More shade
Community events

Fitness trails .
Pollinator Gardens * More Seatmg
Multiuse trails

Dog parks  ADA-accessible trails

Outdoor education or demonstration areas
Pavilions for rental e Commun Ity ga rdens

Amphitheater
Meadows

| do not feel Allentown needs more passive..

Other (please specify)
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q14: What additional programming opportunities would you like to see introduced in the
City of Allentown Parks & Recreation System?

Answered: 1076 Skipped: 813

Fitness / weliness | Other responses include:
Nature / environmental education
Canoeing / kayaking / water activities % )
ATt = * “More things offered on
Performing arts Y the East side Of
Programming for seniors NG Allentown.”
Camps (summer / day) S
HoUTEPOES * Concerts and amateur
Programming for people with special needs e
Additional sports (archery, lacrosse, futsal,..!
Visual arts
Marialarts * Ice skating/hockey
Other (please specify) Il
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% * Programs for young kids
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Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q20: What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at Bucky Boyle Park?

Answered: 589 Skipped: 1300

Larger Splash Pad Water Park
Picnic Tables

Shaded Areas

Running / Walking
Rowing/Kayaking Programs
Nature-based Playground
Inclusive Playground
Additional Parking

Passive Park Activities (e.g. bird watching,..

Fishing

Biking

Volleyball

Multiuse field

Other (please specify)
Soccer Field

Handball courts
Tennis / Pickleball

“) City of Allentown, Lehigh County,

0%

20%

40%

Pennsylvania

Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan

60%

80%

100%

Other responses include:
* Restrooms

e Nature education

* Security
* Pickleball
 Dog park
* Lighting




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q24: What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at Fountain Park?

Answered: 530 Skipped: 1359

Restrooms
Pool
Picnic Tables
Spray Park
Shaded Areas
Pavilion
Inclusive Playground
Additional Parking
Running / Walking
Nature-based Playground
Biking

Fishing |

Passive Park Activities (e.g. bird watching, nature. ..

Volleyball =
Tennis / Pickleball |
Other (please specify)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Other responses include:

Indoor facility
* Lighting
e Sand park
e Safer parking

* Gardening




Public Opinion Survey Preliminary Results

Q28: What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at Roosevelt Park?

Answered: 316 Skipped: 1573

Picnic Tables

Shaded Areas

Inclusive Playground

Running / Walking

Nature-based Playground

Biking

Volleyball

Other (please specify)

Passive Park Activities (e.g. bird watching, nature..

Additional Parking

Soccer Field

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Other responses include:

3D walkable map of U.S.
Pavilion

Safety

Pickleball

Yoga

Tennis

Demolition of pool house




Draft Vision
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Draft Vision Statement:

“We, Citizens of Allentown, Pennsylvania cherish
our “City in a Park.”
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Draft Vision Statement, cont...

We understand the original foresight and investments to create
our world-class system of public green spaces throughout our City.

We recognize and value the stewardship required to maintain our
extraordinary common ground for the benefit of all.
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Draft Vision Statement, cont...

Our City parks represent physical resources, our
collective cultural heritage of events,
and the generations of people of Allentown.
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Draft Vision Statement, cont...

Features of our Allentown Parks system are tightly woven into the
fabric of our City landscape and are inseparable from our many other
civic “systems” including: our roads, sidewalks, transit, street trees;
waterways, stormwater, and the City water and wastewater systems.

We know collaboration is possible to ensure that any improvements to
these systems will conserve and improve Allentown Park resources.
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Draft Vision Statement

Allentown residents see good works underway to make improvements
needed to rehabilitate treasured parks and open spaces — and
we share in a united commitment to help City leaders and staff to:

® care for, keep clean, and conserve, maintain existing parks; and
® jncrease access to open space and facilities; and
e ensure that recreation resources and programs are universally-accessible.
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Draft Vision Statement

As residents we have and will continue to
actively keep our parks clean and safe — and will:

« plan, improve, and protect their ecologies; and
* support investments in recreation facilities and low cost/free programs; and
e continue to participate proudly in the rich cultural programs that bring

our City in a Park to life.
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Draft Goals and Opportunities
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Draft Goals

Goal 1: Safety

e Envision modern, safe and accessible City parks

Goal 2: Public Access

e Link parks to neighborhoods via safe pedestrian and bike routes

Goal 3: Recreation Facilities

e Pursue multi-functional infrastructure improvements

Goal 4: Ecology

U @ - . U A Nt | o N

e Protect and promote the natural resources

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania .
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Draft Goals

AQQentown

All Inspiring

Goal 5: Open Space

* |Increase availability and access

Goal 6: Recreation / Education Experiences

e Continue recreation programming excellence

e Continue to deliver efficient and sustainable P&R management,
maintenance and administration

Goal 8: Governance

e Develop policies and ordinances that support recreation needs

[Goal 7: Operations & Maintenance
[Goal 9: Finance

G $z U, . N .

e |dentify strategies to create funding partnerships

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan
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Draft Opportunities: Infrastructure

1: Safety Allentown parks are modern and safe.

Opportunities for parks-related safety improvements desired by
Allentown residents include:

» Safe, accessible crosswalks / walkways / trails

e Traffic-calming measures — adjacent to parks

* Defensible spaces — including: restrooms, lighting, security, and other features

« Systematic inspection / maintenance / repairs of facilities

e Clearly-delineated safe water’s edge-access locations

* Clearly-stated park system rules — with “context” explanations to encourage public participation

* Police and park ranger presence — regularly at park sites to deter vandalism; coordinate with
community ambassadors to assist with outreach

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania ‘
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan




Draft Opportunities: Infrastructure

2: Public Access Allentown parks are linked
to our neighborhoods and to each other via safe
pedestrian, bicycle, and transit routes.

Opportunities for public access improvements into and within
park facilities, that are desired by Allentown residents include:

* ADA-accessibility within parks, including: parking, travel routes, restrooms, inclusive play, etc.
* Coordinated LANTA services to improve transit access to Allentown park sites

* New / improved sidewalks, crosswalks — install at entry “threshold” locations where pedestrian access into
parks, or access between parks, is non-existent or where segments of travel routes are deteriorated

* Bike route system (citywide) — the Allentown bike system should acknowledge that parks are destinations, not
only travel corridors

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Draft Opportunites: Infrastructure

3: Recreation Facilities Strategic investments in
park facilities help reduce maintenance costs and
conserve natural resources.

Opportunities for park facilities Improvements that are desired by
Allentown residents include:

* New pools / aquatic facilities, equitably located (maintenance and staff needs would need to be addressed)
* New indoor recreation center
e Universal play environments as typical features of City parks
* Public restrooms — open, clean, safe, accessible —in all Allentown parks, citywide
* Regulation soccer pitch / multi-purpose field
* Access to natural waterway edges for safe and legal recreation (viewing sites, fishing/kayak/canoeing access)
* Additional basketball courts and other recreational facilities identified through feedback and benchmarking
* Formalized community gathering spaces
Shade through increased tree canopy and structures

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Draft Opportunities: Infrastructure

4: Ecology

Ecology is fostering the associations of earth’s natural
systems, including people.

Opportunities for ecological improvements within City parks as desired
by Allentown residents include:

 Manage valley floodplains to help moderate flooding

* Protect water quality with vegetative buffers that benefit habitat for aquatic life

e Steward tree canopy to reduce neighborhood heat effects and support multi-species habitats

* Revegetate City parks / public rights of way — as a major proactive protection of local air quality

* Integrate stormwater management features at all sites, over time

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania ‘
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Draft Goals: Infrastructure

5: Open Space Allentown’s open space areas may be
increased and made more effective.

Opportunities to increase open spaces and make existing public sites
more accessible were identified by Allentown residents to include:

* Reclaim previously under-utilized City-owned sites or utilize quasi-public sites for dedicated public uses (ex.
working with a group such as the YMCA or other nonprofit partner to coordinate use of their space), again,
keeping maintenance and staff needs in mind

* Recognize “recreation-desert” areas in underserved neighborhoods
* Pursue priority partnerships to add parks/open spaces in underserved neighborhoods
* Create, restore missing connections from underserved neighborhoods to the nearest City park

* Consider mobile, pop-up and community-driven recreation options — such as Play Streets and Park in a Truck
(a version of which is happening and will support Monday Funday)

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania ‘
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6: Recreation / Education Experiences

The legacy of recreation, educational, and cultural programs will
continue to thrive within the venues of the Allentown park system.

Opportunities to improve recreation / educational programming were identified by Allentown
residents to include:

* Repair, maintain, and improve existing infrastructure to ensure that recreation programs may function at capacity for each
park site

e Simplify administrative procedures required for non-city partners to conduct approved programs within City park sites,
keeping staffing and maintenance needs in mind

* Engage with partners who can contribute to events that benefit both their programs and the City parks system in general

e Ensure that recreational programs consider and meet the needs of the underrepresented, including teens, senior residents
and individuals with disabilities with the right resources, staffing and partnerships

e Continue to develop programming that promotes community wellness

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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7: Operations & Maintenance

City administrations will continue to build partnerships that help
deliver efficient maintenance, facility improvements, and
preferred programming throughout the Allentown parks system.

Opportunities to improve operations and maintenance of the Allentown parks system were identified by Allentown residents
to include:

* Increase the number of parks workers committed to maintenance and streamline the process to hire seasonal workers

* Educate residents about their civic responsibilities as Allentown Park users (ex. volunteer groups who assist with
litter can help coordinate outreach on keeping parks clean)

* Conduct outreach and coordination with recreation-oriented organizations and volunteer groups to manage appropriate
work within the park system (ex. volunteers can help with park cleanup, they will not clean restrooms)

* Continue periodic user surveys and develop a database to store and manage user comments, suggestions and concerns

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania ‘
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8: Governance

TOM

AQ%entown

Use the recommendations in this Plan as a springboard to S RIATNG A OV BRREHTS BT TEHAT

strengthen legislative and ordinance language in the City’s
code to protect and promote parks and natural resources.

Opportunities to improve governance of the City Parks system have been identified by Allentown residents and
through “key” persons who were interviewed, including:

e Collaborate between Parks and Recreation, Public Works and Planning & Zoning departments on ordinance
updates that strengthen the protections of natural resources, ensure the continued management of
stormwater, enhance existing safety measures and tie new development and redevelopment to recreational
and community enhancement

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Opportunities to improve financing partnerships dedicated to the Allentown parks system, include:
* Advocate for additional operating and capital funding in the City budget as Allentown continues to grow

* Match transportation funding sources with strategic funding for capital improvements at parks — where those program
goals coincide (eg: stormwater, trails, public right-of-way safety, master plans for larger parks, etc.)

* Dedicate municipal stormwater fees to leverage other funds for parks improvements — where program goals coincide (eg:

municipal stormwater BMPs inside City park sites, City ROW stormwater improvements at critical missing trail and bike
route locations, etc.)

* Target ecological priorities within the City park system to secure habitat restoration funding from environmental program
partners, such as the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the PA DEP Rivers Conservation Program

* Require development partners who will benefit from adjacent City parks to contribute annual financial support for
maintenance of Allentown parks (included in the recent Draft Zoning Ordinance rewrite)

e Align budget cycles with funding guidelines and park improvement priorities

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Park Improvements "Toolbox"
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Toolbox - lcons
SAFETY/ACCESS

s Crosswalks, gateways, multi-use trails (6-10" wide trails to and through
£ parks), walkways (3-6’ wide pedestrian trails)

ﬁw Lighting to address safety and/or extend use into the night and/or winter

ADA accessible and universal elements

J‘I\.
— Signage that includes wayfinding to and through the park, public notice,
kiosks for information, and educational

pammm LANTA services to provide access in areas where there are gaps

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania .
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan

Traffic calming to reduce speeds around the parks for safety




Toolbox - lcons
RECREATION/PROGRAMMING

Master planning to address all elements of the park —implement ones already completed
(some are currently going through the master planning process)

+++ New equipment to replace equipment that is old and/or damaged or add new elements

Repair existing park elements — some areas just need to be fixed like walkways, edges or
newer equipment

Safe water access at streams and rivers for recreational use
Upgrade elements so that they can serve more people — full courts, upsize play areas, etc.

Additional programming that address all ages and abilities including educational
programming

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan




Toolbox - lcons
ENVIRONMENT / ECOLOGY

e

(7
\Z Habitat conservation for improved better ecological functions such as providing food for
both us and animals, improved air and water quality, regulating climate and energy cycles

Riparian buffers to strengthen areas along waterways for water quality, improved
ecology, safety, and stormwater management

Stormwater management by using naturalized green storm water infrastructure (rain
gardens, bioswales, check dams, etc.) and increasing tree canopy

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Toolbox Jaokson Street Park (example)

@ Neighborhood park located in the Central Area C2: 1 pavilion, toddler
| playground, and walkway — improvements completed in 2015.

O ) ADA : . i
parking but no universal play elements, non-ADA compliant play
SAFETY/ACCESS ZK surface, active intersection with no stop from Union St.
RECREATION/ ol Open lawn space can handle more play elements,
+ X T +

play equipment should be upgraded, benches and

PROG RAM M I NG — walkways repaired.
ENVIRONMENT / 7,
ECOLOGY w O

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Reduce lawn on steep hiIIsides and plant native meadow for




Park Champions / Successes
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PARK CHAMPION

Priscilla Reyes, Special Events Manager

Park Champions
(Sample format for report)

Allentown Department of Parks and Recreation

Who are other parks champions

to recognize ?

City of Allentown,

How long have you lived in Allentown?

Erem il idelige nectorem sequo exceri repediti

What is your favorite park in Allentown?

Odigendae poreperes qui accuptate vid molorit atectet
What projects are you most proud of?

Eque sum labor apid moditEt apellitiat a dolentis di
aliciet, sum sundae oditatquis arum invelectur aspero
dis dolupicimus et quas deseris malorest qui

What is your biggest hope for Allentown Parks in the
next five years?

Erem il idelige nectorem sequo exceri repediti derferit
omniae volescia velit, quas um fugia cum ende
niam, unt laborecus est harum et ero volupidit quas
voluptatiis imi, ea voluptas dipidelectio volo velent
excepudae doluptatios dent jur

Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan

Priscilla Reyes, Special Events Manager

Allentown Department of Parks and Recreation

How long have you lived in Allentown?

Erem il idelige nectorem sequo exceri repediti

What is your favorite park in Allentown?

Odigendae poreperes rjui accuptate vid molorit atectet
What projects are you most proud of?

Eque sum labor apid moditEt apellitiat a dolentis di
aliciet, sum sundae oditatquis arum invelectur aspero
dis dolupicimus et quas deseris maiorest qui

What is your biggest hope for Allentown Parks in the
next five years?

Erem il idelige nectorem sequo exceri repediti derferit.
omniae volescia velit, quas ium fugia cum ende
niam, unt laborecus est harum et ero volupidit quas
voluptatiis imi. ea voluptas dipidelectio volo velent
excepudae doluptatios dent jur



Parks Success Story

(Sample format for report)

WFMZ Story on Monday Funday:

“Forget Sunday Funday. Monda
is the new fun day in Allentown.”

What additional success stories
should be included in the
report?

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan



https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/allentown-area/forget-sunday-funday-monday-is-the-new-fun-day-in-allentown/article_e137eb35-d6e6-4cd9-94c0-3431456d5aa6.html
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/allentown-area/forget-sunday-funday-monday-is-the-new-fun-day-in-allentown/article_e137eb35-d6e6-4cd9-94c0-3431456d5aa6.html
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Project Schedule
Meeting Type __

Committee Meeting #1 Wednesday, September 25, 2024
Public Meeting #1 Wednesday, November 13, 2024
Committee Meeting #2 Monday, December 9, 2024
Public Meeting #2 Wednesday, January 8, 2025
Committee Meeting #3 Wednesday, January 22, 2025
Public Meeting #3 Wednesday, February 26, 2025

Engagement for Master Planned Parks

Easter Egg Hunt at Bucky Boyle Park PRI A £e) 2P

Engagement for Master Planned Parks

Earth Day Celebration at Cedar Beach Park PRI A A2, 2P

Public Meeting #4 Wednesday, April 30, 2025 6pm-8pm

Key Person Interviews (20) TBD TBD

Committee Meeting #4 Wednesday, May 14, 2025 7pm-9pm

Committee Meeting #5 Wednesday, June 11, 2025 7pm-9pm
Online Public Opinion Survey October 2024 — July 2025

Dithlir NMaatina HE W AadnacAAw liina 2B 2NIE Lnrm Qnm
—_— —— - -

-

I Committee Meeting #6 Wednesday, September 10, 2025 7pm-9pm

City Council Meeting (to Adopt Plan — TBD) October 2025

City Staff Meetings Estimated 1 per month Virtual

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Recreation, Open Space, and Parks Plan




Next Steps - Simone Collins team

Coordinate with COA re: Park Champions and
Success Stories - to include in the report

Refine draft recommendations

Finalize cost estimates (order of magnitude)

Finalize draft report
* 30-day public review (during August)

e Review comments at September Committee
Meeting

* Present for adoption by City Council in October

City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania
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Thank

SIMONE COLLINS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE — 610 239 7601

Pankaj Jobanputra, AICP, Project Manager
pjobanputra@simonecollins.com

Anita Nardone, PE, Stormwater Analysis
anardone@simonecollins.com

Robert Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA, Project LA, Natural Resources Analysis
rgladfelter@simonecollins.com

Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA, Staff LA
tlevin@simonecollins.com

Jordan Upadhyay, Staff LA
jupadhyay@simonecollins.com

William Collins, RLA, Principal
wcollins@simonecollins.com



mailto:pjobanputra@simonecollins.com
mailto:anardone@simonecollins.com
mailto:rgladfelter@simonecollins.com
mailto:tlevin@simonecollins.com
mailto:jupadhyay@simonecollins.com
mailto:wcollins@simonecollins.com
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